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Vancouver Pony Club

New Parent Information 2011 - 2012

About Pony Club

· The Canadian Pony Club (CPC) is an organization run by volunteers for young people up to 2t years old who want to learn more about horses/ponies, riding and horse care. Our motto is “Loyalty, Character, Sportsmanship”, and we  believe we instil these values into our members. We are proud of our CPC members who learn to be responsible, confident, motivated horse people, with a high degree of knowledge and skill in equestrian arts. They have an opportunity to learn leadership and teamwork, make many new friends, and understand their responsibilities as horse owners and/or riders. We have about 3200 members in about 180 Branches across Canada. World wide, Pony Club is in at least 20 other countries with over 100,000 members!

· Vancouver Pony Club is part of the BC Lower Mainland Region (BCLM) of CPC which has about 300 members in 15 branches. The Vancouver Pony Club has a cap of 75 members.

· Pony Club provides a framework for standards-based riding and equine education. Members progress through nine increasingly challenging levels starting with “D” and finishing with “A”, a course of studies that takes 10 to 15 years to complete. Not all members will reach “A” level during their time in Pony Club.
· An “A” level member has the skills to manage a barn anywhere in the world. Achieving the “A” level is a globally-recognized accomplishment and is the equivalent of a level 1 riding instructor. 

About Vancouver Pony Club

· VPC does not provide basic riding lessons or horses/ponies. To prepare for your practical test you can take lessons at one of the local barns on a school horse/pony. For higher levels you many want to lease or buy a horse and consider joining Southlands Riding Club. Making these arrangements is your responsibility.

· The Southlands Riding Club (SRC) is a private club which generously allows VPC to use its club house and facilities from time to time. VPC membership does not give members any privileges at SRC.

· All members must belong to Horse Council BC (HCBC) and are required to pay HCBC fees on registration day. Membership in HCBC provides insurance for horses and riders while participating in equine-related activities.

Major Vancouver Pony Club Activities

· VPC provides 10 weekly stable management lessons, starting the fall. Sixty percent attendance is required at the sessions to participate in test. The junior levels are coached by VPC members in higher levels. B and higher levels receive professional instruction organized by BCLM Pony Club.

· We have approximately 7 member meetings (Saturday mornings, approximately each month).

· Quiz is a non-riding competitive event. It tests equine knowledge at all levels. VPC participants join weekly pizza study sessions in January and February to prepare for the annual Quiz event in late February/early March.
· Prince Philip Games (PPG) has teams of 4 to 5 riders doing relay-type or gymkhana games on horseback. PPG has 3 divisions: C teams are for younger and beginning riders; B teams are for all other participants; A team, which requires that riders try out to be on the team, is the more competitive team which competes to represent BC at the national and international level. PPG practices, and 4 PPG playdays, with teams from other BCLM pony clubs, are held in the spring.
· VPC organizes two horse shows each spring as fund raisers. The Hunter/Jumper show is for experienced riders, and the Mini Show is for beginner riders under 14. VPC also supports members in the BCLM Regional Jumping Championships and at the national level.
· VPC members participate in BCLM regional Dressage events.
· Rally is a team event in which a team of riders, grooms and a captian sets up and maintains a barn to support the riders in three phases of riding: dressage, cross-country and stadium jumping. The team is judged not only on rider performance, but on all aspects of maintenance of their ‘barn’.
Supporting your Child in Vancouver Pony Club, and Volunteer Commitment

· Your child’s experience in Pony Club, especially at the beginner levels, will depend largely on your commitment to support them in Pony Club activities. Many new parents comment that it is difficult to get information, or to know what is going on. VPC works hard to communicate with members, but there is also a responsibility for the parents to stay on top of the information that is given, to respond promptly to relevant queries, to use the resources available (such as the VPC and CPC websites), and to ask someone if they need information.
· For all riding activities organized by VPC, each member must have a responsible adult present (games practices, riding tests and clinics, etc.). Young members can’t manage a horse without an adult, and in case of even minor difficulties one adult can’t manage two horses.

· VPC is a volunteer-run organization. When you join pony club you can expect a substantial volunteer commitment in addition to the time spent supporting your child when taking part in an activity. Don’t worry if you are not comfortable dealing with horses; we have many other jobs you can help with. 
· To show our appreciation to Southlands Riding Club for letting us use their club house and facilities we help out at SRC shows (runners, scribes, whippers in etc.). We also volunteer at the Southlands Country Fair in the fall.

· The VPC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE is made up of volunteer parents who oversee and coordinate pony club events and activities. The Executive Committee is chaired by the Branch District Commissioner.
Communication and Staying Informed
· VPC communication is by email only. There is no phone tree. Please read emails that are sent out, and respond promptly, if they are relevant to your child. It is extremely frustrating for the volunteer organizers to have to chase individuals for replies.
· There is a VPC mailbox at the Southlands Riding Club on the floor to the left of the front door. This can be used to drop off and pick up documents.

· Attend the parents’ and members meetings.

· Monitor the VPC website for general information on the pony club year.

· Like us on facebook for news updates.
What Level?

· New members start out at an “E” (untested) level, and only test D or D1 in the first year. The “D” levels are analogous to primary school, the “C” levels to high school, the “B” levels to college and the “A” level to graduate school. Not all children who join pony club will achieve the “A” level, which is an intense course of practical and theoretical study and involves several days of hand-on and written testing.
· At lower levels, members typically test one level per year. However, it is important to stress that this is a guideline; different children will feel differently about the testing process and may not feel ready for a particular level at a one-year interval. This is OK!

·  It is very important to realize that a member should test at their skill-appropriate level, not at an age level. Each level has a mix of age groups.
What Happens Next?

· Write an email to vancouverponyclub@gmail.com to have your contact information added to the membership mailing list. Use the Subject Heading: “VPC membership list 2011-2012”.

· Attend the New Parents’ meeting on Saturday September 17 at 10am at the Southlands Riding Club.

· Make sure you submit your Declaration of Intent to Test by October 1 (in the VPC mailbox).
· Attend the first members’ meeting on Saturday October 15 at 10am. At this very important meeting you will sign your child up for time slots in the stable management sessions.

· Your child’s stable management sessions will start in late October and run once a week until early December.

· Be prepared for information on Quiz sign-up. Quiz coaching will start in January.

· Continue to support your child in their riding lessons.
vancouverponyclub@gmail.com
                                   District Commissioner: Sheila O’Donaghue: sheilaod@shaw.ca


